
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 16 February 2011] 

 p492d-492d 
Mr Tom Stephens; Mr Bill Marmion 

 [1] 

PROPOSED MARGARET RIVER COAL MINE — ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

4298. Mr T.G. Stephens to the Minister for Environment 

With reference to correspondence to the Premier from the Legislative Council Member for South West, Hon 
Barry House regarding the proposed Coal Mine near Margaret River, I ask:  

(a) is the Government aware that the location of the underground coal seam, between Leederville and 
Yarragadee aquifers, raises serious concerns about impacts on water quality and quantity; 

(b) is the Premier aware that estimated truck movements of one every nine minutes would significantly 
impact on road safety and amenity; 

(c) will the Premier honour the request of Hon Barry House and give the Margaret River Region some 
certainty and reassurance and immediately implement a Project Unlikely to be Environmentally 
Acceptable ruling to the Environmental Protection Authority?  

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

(a)-(b)   I am advised that the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) has requested specialist advice from a 
number of Government agencies about important aspects of the Margaret River environment that it will 
take into account before making its decision on environmental assessment of this proposal. For 
example, the EPA is seeking specialist advice on groundwater, transport, public health and geological 
matters.  

The EPA will carefully consider this specialist advice before making its decision on assessment. The 
EPA's decision on the level of assessment will be made public in accordance with its usual practice. 

For any proposal that is subject to full environmental impact assessment, there are further extended 
opportunities for public input before the EPA finalises its report and recommendations. The EPA's 
report to the Minister for Environment is a public document and is subject to appeal.  

(c) The Minister for Environment does not have the authority to direct the EPA in this manner. 
 


